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During February, March and early April 2009 Sheila and I travelled in New Zealand on land, a beautiful country with about 
4 million people and many more sheep.  
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We visited Sheila’s cousin Larry and Janetta in Christchurch and took a train across the Southern Alps to Greymouth. 
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On the Westcoast we visited an old gold mining town.   
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We spent a few days in Hamner Springs, enjoying the baths and hiking in the mountains. We also met friends from the 
Blue Water Rally there and spent a wonderful evening with Brian and Margaret.  
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From Kaitoura we went seal watching, saw albatrosses and   
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sperm whales (the ones from Moby Dick and the Essex).  
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New Zealand is very rural and even the main Highway 1 has single lane bridges.  
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We also went for hikes up in the Alps in the glaciers around Franz-Josef.   
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But to the very top we took the helicopter, much easier.   
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The trees in many parcs were truly amazing.   
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We spent several days in Fjordland on the Westcoast of the South Island.   
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In Milford Sound we took a boat trip and also did a few day hikes along the famous trek.   
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The same in Doubtful Sound, also amazing scenery but less crowded.  



����������	�
�����	���

�����������
������������

� �
���������������
�����	�����
��������������
������
	 ����
��
������������
����
��
����
�
��������

 

At the very bottom it got so cold that Sheila thought we should head North again.   



����������	�
�����	���

�����������
������������

�!�
���������������
�����	�����
��������������
������
	 ����
��
������������
����
��
����
�
��������

 

In Marlborough Sound we followed in the tracks of Captain Cook, except we also got to enjoy the excellent wine which 
has been grown here for about 30 years now.   
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To work off wine and good food we also did some serious kayaking.  
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The middle of the North Island is full of vulcanoes, geysiers and hit bubbling mud holes. 
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Of course we had to go up to the very North of the North Island, part of the highway is along 90 Mile Beach (at low tide 
only).   
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In Northland we enjoyed the warm weather, beaches and generally loafing about.   
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We very much enjoyed our time in New Zealand, found the locals very friendly and the scenery truly stunning. 


