In April we returned from New Zealand to Australia and on the way back to the boat stopped in Sydney to meet our friends
Bruce and Susan from our student days.



We then sailed north along the Queensland coast to the Whitsunday Islands.
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This is a sunken mountain range with very impressive landscapes.




The islands are mostly covered in dense rainforests.



Some of the trees like these grass trees are very ancient.



The beaches and many of the islands are just sand.



Though we did find rocks to climb on.



We visited quite a large number of islands and a few several times.



Most are protected as National Parks and some have campgrounds and picnic stations.



We also climbed a couple of mountains to get a better view (here of the airfield on Brampton Island).



The tides are very large in the Whitsundays and we always had to make sure the dinghy would still be there when we
returned from our walks.



Close to Pentecost we sailed around Pentecost Island, a very distinctive one. Captain Cook named it such as he saw it on
Pentecost in 1770. The usual sunrise service on Pentecost Island on Whitsunday was cancelled this year because of
strong winds.



We also kayaked a lot and loved some of the mangrove areas full of fish, turtles and sharks (little ones).



The erosion shows that the weather is not always as good as we enjoyed it.



Of course we also stopped at Whitehaven Beach, a 12km stretch of fine, white sand, visited by all the backpackers touring
Australia.



We went diving on the Great Barrier Reef and spent a lot of time snorkeling around some very impressive coral reefs right
next to the boat (tied up to mooring buoys kindly provided by the National Park Service).



We also visited a cave with Aboriginal paintings many thousands of years old.



On the way south we stopped at Fraser Island and toured the biggest sand island of the World (this is a major highway).



